
What’s YOUR Vision 
for the Michigan State Fairgrounds? 
By Karen and Frank Hammer, GWCA Board members 

Karen represents Greenacres in the State Fairgrounds Development Coalition (SFDC) 
Frank represents Greenacres on the 5-member Fairgrounds Advisory Committee (FAC) 

 
5-29-2014 -With support of local architects and input from the State Fairgrounds Development Coalition 
(SFDC), a vision for the future of the Fairgrounds took form in a series of architectural drawings coined 
“META Expo,” short for “Michigan Energy Technology Agriculture Exposition.”  It includes:  
 

• re-purposing the historical structures 
• locating higher learning centers to train and research/implement sustainable building 
   and energy practices and urban agriculture 
• a year-round show field to include an annual summer Fair 
• a hotel, movie theater, and an Expo center to feature a Detroit music hall of fame, and  
• a car museum connected to the Dream Cruise. 

 
The most critical component, and where the Magic Plus plan and META Expo differ the most, is on the 
question of transportation (especially public transit), and its relationship to the region’s economic 
development. The ORIGINAL Magic Plus plan had an asphalt parking lot taking up 43% of the property 
– typical of car-based “power centers.” In contrast, the core of the State Fairground Development 
Coalition’s META Expo proposal is a “multimodal transit hub” situated along Eight Mile, bringing 
together a rail commuter line, light transit and/or a rapid bus system, and local buses.  

 
Besides linking 31 communities, the airport and three 
counties - Oakland, Macomb and Wayne – the hub 
would exemplify something called “Transit Oriented 
Development”(TOD).  TOD is not an experiment, 
and has been a key to revitalization of urban centers, 
with successful examples in Arlington, VA; So. 
Pasadena, CA; Cleveland, OH; Silver Spring, MD, 
and other U.S. cities. -- It’s a proven job creator and 
driver of economic vitality. TOD at the Fairgrounds 
would raise the land’s value 4 times and add 7 times 
more jobs than the original Magic Plus LLC plan.  
 
When Governor Snyder signed into law the 2012 
legislation for a Regional Transit Authority (RTA) it 

was an encouraging development, as is Magic Plus LLC’s recent talk of TOD for the Fairground site. 
Less encouraging is that the master planning firm hired as ‘TOD experts’ to assist in the redesign of the 
Magic Plus plan, are not TOD experts. And least encouraging is that Magic Plus LLC and the various 
transit parties – the RTA, SEMCOG, MDOT, DDOT and SMART - are not collaborating to make the hub 
a reality. 
 
*To learn more about the META Expo online, please visit: http://growtown.org/blog/news, and 
Facebook (“The Future of the Michigan State Fairgrounds”). 
 
For more info, or to express your views: 
Fairgrounds Advisory Committee (FAC): statefairgroundssaleadvisorycommittee@michigan.gov 
State Fairgrounds Development Coalition (SFDC): sfdcmichigan@gmail.com 


